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The pandemic has underscored the
importance of childhood vaccinations

Health is foundational for children to grow, learn, and
thrive, and immunizations are among the most cost-
effective ways to protect both children and their
communities against vaccine-preventable diseases. These
preventable diseases have not gone away amidst the
pandemic and staying current on immunizations is more
important than ever.

Childhood Immunizations:
Let's protect Oregon's
Children

While the immunization rate of  2-year-olds in Oregon has
improved over the past 5 years, there is more work to be done

*Current means
completion of the
4:3:1:3:3:1:4
vaccines series,
which protects
against diseases
including measles
and polio. 

Our Children Oregon | Oregon KIDS COUNT | www.ourchildrenoregon.org |

71%
64%

Oregon Health Authority (OHA) reporting suggested a sharp
decrease in the routine immunization of children early in the
pandemic with nearly all (95%) surveyed clinics reporting changes
to their immunization practices and 65% reduced or limited their
well-child visits. As the COVID-19 vaccine is distributed and social
distancing practices relax, children unprotected by vaccines will
be more vulnerable to preventable diseases like measles. 

In 2019, 
29% of 

2-year-old
children 

in Oregon
were not fully

immunized
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Did you know? 
OHA’s vaccines for Children (VFC) program

allows eligible children to get vaccines 
for free in their medical homes.

Did you know? 
Along with primary care providers, dentists in
Oregon are now able to administer vaccines.

Oregon ranks top nationwide for
non-medical exemptions from
vaccines for kindergartners
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In 2019, 8% of Oregon kindergartners had a
non-medical exemption (on the basis of
philosophical or religious beliefs) from one or
more required vaccines. Over the past five
years, the rate of non-medical exemptions has
steadily risen, increasing exposure to vaccine-
preventable diseases among medically
vulnerable students.

The range of 2-year-old immunization rates in 2019 varied widely among racial groups
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Let's ensure our children
are protected against
preventable diseases.
Here's what we can do:

Share information with families 
to educate about the importance 
of early childhood vaccinations. 

Inform Families 

Make it easier to access primary care
providers for early immunizations,

particularly in rural areas.

Increase Access 

Awareness of immunization rates and how
they differ across communities ensures we

act to make sure all Oregon children can
access vaccines. 

Monitor the Data

Reconsider non-medical exemptions for
child care, preschool, and grades K–12.

Revisit Current Policy


